
2026 SVG LLC Compliance Playbook
For Current & Prospective LLC Owners | Privacy Solutions Legal &
Compliance Team

The Regulatory Reality Right Now
SVG operates exclusively under the LLC framework. IBCs are dead. If your
structure still references an IBC, you are operating a non-existent legal entity
and need to rectify this immediately.

The FSA in Kingstown enforces KYC/AML standards aligned with FATF and
OECD benchmarks. SVG participates in Common Reporting Standards (CRS)
automatic exchange. Your company is private — not invisible to regulators.

What You Must Do Annually
• Renew by 31 December. Universal deadline. No exceptions, no grace

period worth relying on.
• Pay three fees: Registered Agent, Registered Office, Government Reg-

istration.
• Renew nominee appointments (if applicable) as part of the same cycle.
• Maintain financial records at your director’s address. Any country,

any format — but they must exist and be producible on lawful request.
• You do NOT file: tax returns, annual reports, or audited accounts with

SVG authorities.

KYC Documents — Keep These Current
Expired KYC kills renewals and banking relationships. Maintain updated copies
of:

• Passport (valid, notarised colour copy)
• Secondary ID (driving licence or national ID)
• Utility bill (replace every 3 months — gas, electric, water only)
• Bank statement (replace every 3 months)
• Professional reference letter (refresh annually)

Pro tip: Set a calendar reminder every 90 days to pull fresh utility and bank
documents. When your agent or bank asks, you respond in hours, not weeks.
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Pros of the SVG LLC Structure
• 20-year tax exemption on income, capital gains, corporate tax, and

stamp duty — clock starts at incorporation, not first trade.
• No public register of directors, shareholders, or beneficial owners.

Strongest structural privacy in the Caribbean.
• $1 USD minimum capital. No paid-up capital requirements, no local

bank deposit mandate.
• English common law foundation with Privy Council (London) as final

appellate court.
• Zero annual filings. No returns, no audits, no accounts submitted to

government.
• Full remote administration. No residency requirements for any officer.

Operate from anywhere.
• Nominee services permitted. Lawful use of nominee directors and

shareholders for additional privacy.
• Single-person company valid. One individual as sole director and sole

member.

Cons — Be Honest With Yourself
• Banking is harder than formation. New SVG LLCs face elevated

scrutiny. Budget time and prepare banking-grade KYC from day one.
• Crypto restrictions are real. You need a licence from your operating

jurisdiction before incorporation. Third-party crypto facilitation is flatly
rejected.

• CRS reporting applies. Your home country’s tax authority can and
will receive information through automatic exchange. SVG privacy does
not equal tax invisibility.

• Home-country tax obligations remain. The 20-year exemption ap-
plies in SVG only. Your personal tax residence determines what you owe
elsewhere.

• Renewal deadline is inflexible. Miss 31 December and restoration
costs more than compliance ever would.

• High-risk activity surcharges. Gambling, forex platforms, certain fi-
nancial services — expect additional compliance fees without warning if
you do not pre-clear.

• Document standards are strict. Poorly notarised or expired docu-
ments cause the majority of delays. The agent will reject substandard
submissions without negotiation.
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2026 Updates Worth Noting
• FSA continues tightening alignment with FATF grey-list avoidance mea-

sures. Expect KYC requirements to increase, not decrease.
• Shelf companies remain available and are increasingly valuable as banking

onboarding timelines lengthen industry-wide.
• No legislative changes to the 20-year exemption structure are currently

proposed or under review.
• Digital verification (selfie with passport) is now standard across all SVG

agents — not optional.

One-Line Decision Framework
Form in SVG if: you want maximum privacy, minimal administration, English
law protections, and your business activity is clearly lawful and licensable.

Do not form in SVG if: you plan unlicensed crypto intermediation, expect
automatic banking approval, or believe offshore formation eliminates your home-
country tax obligations.

This playbook is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or
tax advice. Consult a qualified professional before acting on any content herein.
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