
Seychelles IBC — Global Banking Guide
Map Your Banking Strategy Before You Incorporate

The company is the easy part. The bank account is where most
founders stall. Post-2024 de-risking policies mean banks reject more offshore
applications than they approve. Plan your banking architecture before formation

— not after.

THE THREE-TIER BANKING LANDSCAPE
Tier 1 — Traditional Seychelles Banks

Best for: Established businesses, trading companies, holding structures with
audited history

Factor Reality
Onboarding time 3–6 weeks
Minimum deposit 5, 000–50,000 depending on institution
Due diligence level Intensive — full UBO verification, source-of-funds documentation, business plan, references
Multi-currency USD, EUR, GBP typically supported
Online banking Available but functionality varies

Expect: Face-to-face or video KYC interview, professional reference letters, six
months of personal bank statements, and a clear rationale for why the account
sits in Seychelles.

Tier 2 — International EMIs & Payment Institutions

Best for: E-commerce, SaaS, consulting, freelancers, international trading, fast
onboarding

Leading EMIs in Europe, UK, and Asia-Pacific now accept well-structured Sey-
chelles IBCs. Advantages:

• Onboarding in 5–15 business days
• IBAN accounts (EUR/GBP), SWIFT-capable USD accounts
• Integration with Stripe, PayPal, Wise, payment gateways
• Lower minimum balance requirements
• Dedicated multi-currency wallets
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Limitations: EMIs are not banks — deposits are safeguarded, not covered by
traditional deposit insurance. Transaction volume caps may apply initially until
compliance review clears higher thresholds.

Tier 3 — Crypto-Compatible Neobanks & Digital Asset Platforms

Best for: Crypto trading firms, Web3 projects, token treasury management,
OTC desks

Select digital banks and fintech platforms accept Seychelles IBCs for:

• Fiat on/off ramp accounts
• Stablecoin settlement
• Exchange-linked corporate wallets
• Multi-chain custody integration

Critical requirement: You must demonstrate a compliant crypto business
model — AML/KYT policies, wallet screening tools, and clear token classifica-
tion. Platforms reject speculative structures with no compliance framework.

WHAT BANKS ASK — PREPARE THIS BEFORE FOR-
MATION

1. Business plan — two pages minimum: what you do, where clients are,
revenue model

2. Source of funds — personal wealth origin for UBO; documentary proof
3. Source of wealth — employment history, prior exits, inheritance, invest-

ments
4. Expected monthly volume — inbound/outbound, currencies, counter-

party jurisdictions
5. Website or digital presence — most banks now require a live URL
6. Personal tax residency confirmation — banks verify CRS reporting

obligations upfront

STRATEGIC RULES
→ Never rely on a single account. Open one Tier 1 or Tier 2 account
for core operations and a second with a different provider as backup. Account
closures happen — redundancy protects cash flow.

→ Match the bank to the business model. A crypto fund forcing itself
into a conservative Seychelles bank wastes months. A traditional import-export
company applying to a neobank hits feature limits. Choose correctly from day
one.
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→ Disclose everything. Non-disclosure is the fastest route to account clo-
sure and blacklisting. Banks share compliance intelligence — one rejection on
integrity grounds follows you across institutions.

→ Jurisdiction of the UBO matters. Certain nationalities and residencies
face enhanced due diligence or outright decline. We flag these before you apply.

HOW WE HELP
Share your business model, expected volumes, and UBO profile. Our banking
team pre-screens your case against current acceptance criteria across our partner
institutions and submits only where approval probability is high.

No guesswork. No wasted applications. No burned bridges.

Your company is only as operational as its bank account.

Banking partnerships and acceptance criteria are subject to change. This guide
reflects current market conditions and does not guarantee account approval.
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